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“The Australian Senate inquiry found that the role of the teacher-librarian 

has been problematic. There were suggestions that the teacher-librarian 

was seen as a poor performing teacher who had been placed in the 

Library to remove them from the classroom. The Inquiry also revealed 

the stereotype that is inflicted on all librarians, of a ‘dragon in pearls’ – an 

elderly woman in a ‘twin-set’ and pearls who guards books and shushes 

people (Commonwealth of Australia, 2011, p. 65).” (Lupton, 2016)
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What Principals want
“One principal had already decided to replace his teacher-librarian with a lower-

paid library assistant as he didn’t feel he was getting the ‘teacher’ part of the 

teacher-librarian. “My biggest beef is you pay for the ‘T’ part of the TL and you 

don’t get any ‘T’ from the TL. That’s an issue with me…So my difficulty is a 

teacher-librarian is employed under the same conditions as other teachers but 

doesn’t do anywhere near the contact and face-to-face and, if you like to use a 

crude term, the billable hours that a teacher does of 6 hours a day standing in 

front of 25 kids…You’re paying $90,000 for a teacher-librarian. I don’t mind if I’m 

getting $90,000 worth of value, but in my experience you rarely are.” 

(Lupton, 2016)



What unique skills can I 
contribute to my school 
as the teacher 
librarian? 





A Millennial job interview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo0KjdDJr1c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo0KjdDJr1c


Bita (2016).



“Some [youth] have little or no connection to 

adults who might provide them with 

meaningful insight into the situations they 

encounter, and some have no real access to 

older ethical and spiritual traditions as they 

make decisions that can sometimes have 

serious implications for their lives and the 

lives of others.” (Jenkins, in James, 2014, xiv).



“I think I had some difficulties when I had to do all 

the research for my 3 examples, this is because 

they were lots of websites but most of them had 

information that was not relevant and sometimes 

they was too much info I didn’t know what to put in.”  

Mathew, Year 7



Finnigan, Year 7



Finnigan, Year 7





Dring, (2014)













What are your next steps 
going to be?
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